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This Sunday is Easter and as Christians, we will gather to celebrate the resurrection of our Sav-
ior and Lord. But even as we celebrate, our hearts are heavy with the realization that much is 
wrong with our world. Unrelenting hatred seems to dominate the hearts and lives of so many 
and fear divides us.

Such was the situation 2,000 years ago.  The Roman Empire ruled much of the world, enslaving 
thousands of people.  A few faithful people experienced or heard of the teaching and acts of 
a Rabbi, Jesus.  His message was radical, controversial, turning the world upside down.  But it 
was a message for hope, forgiveness, love, and eternal life.  

Jesus’ ministry lasted only three years and ended in his death on a cross.  Have you ever 
thought about the emotions of his followers as they experienced Christ’s death and resurrec-
tion?  One day they watched their teacher being nailed to a cross. They witnessed His pain as 
He cried out, “I thirst!” and “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” They listened as 
finally He bowed His head and said, “It is finished!” and “Father, into thy hands I commit my 
spirit.” They watched as His body was taken from the cross and buried.

All their hopes and dreams were buried with Him. Friday and all day Saturday they mourned, 
until finally, on “the first day of the week, early in the morning,” the scripture says, some 
women made their way along the path that led to His tomb, wondering who would roll away 
the stone for them. But when they arrived, they found that the stone had already been rolled 
away. And an angel there told them, “You’re looking in the wrong place. You’re looking for Je-
sus among the dead. He is not dead. He is alive. He is risen, even as He said!”

“He is risen!” That is what we celebrate on Easter morning. When all the evidence is in we’re 
convinced that Jesus is alive. He is risen from the dead, and what a difference His resurrection 
has made!

Pastor’s Message 

	  

    –Pastor Sandy

Thoughts on the Easter Season

–  Pastor Sandy Kolar



– by Lori D. Neumann – Trustee/Council Clerk

Tithing Report
February, 2017 $6,638
February, 2018 $6,210
↓$428

 Sincerely,  Lori

Says
– by Intern, Alex Wolf

The
Seminarian 

If you’ve been like me, you’ve been glued to 
the television screen for the last few weeks 
watching the NCAA Division 1 Men’s Basket-
ball tournament, aka March Madness. And 
with March Madness comes the filling out of brackets. 
We’ve all heard someone say, “Will your bracket win 
this year?” And they say, “I don’t know; I hope so.”
 
We all have hopes. Our modern definition of hope re-
volves around a desire for some future thing which we 
are uncertain of attaining. But the biblical definition of 
hope can be defined as full confidence that God has 
done good to us in the past and will do good to us in 
the future. The apostle Peter begins the main body 
of his first letter by saying, “Praise be to the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he 
has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 
1:3). Peter does not talk of an uncertain hope, but a 
living hope.
At Easter, we hear again our living hope. We remem-
ber and celebrate in God’s power that rolled that 
stone away and raised Jesus out of the grave. Our 
hope is in God who, on that first Easter morning, con-
quered death and gives us life. And as living hope it 
has power and produces change in life today. May you 
be hope-filled once again this Easter. Alleluia! 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed!

Council’s CornerCouncil’s Corner

Memorial Funds
These are the totals to date for memorial contributions to 
St John UCC Church. These funds are dedicated to the 
St John Beautification Memorials Fund.
Annie Armstrong  $265. 
Harold Bergman  $1,360.
Heinz Breit  $2,775.
Bernice Heiderman $250.

No winter lasts forever.

The ground is still solid, so the digging for the sump 
pump system may be pushed to mid-April, we just 
need to wait and see. 
We are still on target to get a few samples to the 
Women’s Guild for kitchen cabinets selection and they 
will also need to discuss colors for painting the walls.  
All that is left of the basement painting now is the 
HVAC duct work on the ceiling with the upper window 
section completed at the end of March.  

The Council has introduced some new topics – running 
electric to the cross for lighting, painting the inside of 
the sanctuary, April Spring clean-up, tree trimming, 
replacing the carpet near the alter and tightening the 
carpet on the 2nd floor.  It is our hope that with con-
tinued beautification and restoration efforts, we will 
not only preserve the building, but help it to be more 
inviting for event rentals.

At least we hope not!

< Please remember your pledges.



St John celebrating St Patrick’s Day in Palatine’s Parade

What a beautiful sunny day it was for those who 
came out for the parade this year.  Our church was 
well represented by our members wearing of the 
green. They handed out packets tied with ribbons 
and filled with candy, post cards of St John’s church 
info and our upcoming events – Flower Sale,
Craft Fair/Flea Market and Ham Supper.
Thank you to all who helped make this event such a 
fun-filled success. Next – the Fourth of July!

Yes, those are green mustaches.Yes, those are green mustaches.



_______
January
Annual Meeting after service
________
February 
February 14th  Ash Wednesday
February 22nd  Feed My Starving Children
________
March
March 3 5:00 pm Chili Cook-off

March 17 St Patricks Day Parade – Palatine

March 25 Palm Sunday 10:30 am
March 29 Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm
Potluck Soup and Service
March 30 Good Friday
Open for prayer, Noon – 3:00 pm
________

Easter
April 1
Easter breakfast 9:30 am
Easter Egg Hunt 9:45 am
Easter Worship Service 10:30 am

2018 Calendar of Events 
• Women’s Guild meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at 10:30 am

• Church Council meets 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm

l
________
May Pre-orders due by April 8th
May 12th Flower Sale 8:00am to 2:00pm
Committee: Ellen Kayler, Samantha Wheeler
Julie Heiderman, Judy Hartfelder
Laurie Biesterfeld, Jody Moody
________
June
June 25th Semi-Annual Meeting after service 
_______
September
September 15 Craft Fair/Flea Market 
Committee: Jody Moody, Gary Hartfelder, Jenny 
Cooley, Robin Turpin
________
October
October 21  Ham Supper
Lori Neumann - Chairperson
______
November
November 18th 5:00 pm Turkey Hymn Sing
Robin Turpin – Chairperson
November 25th  Totenfest
________
December
Monday – December 24th 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 10:00 pm.

ACTION BOX
Have you noticed that little box downstairs on the 
table during coffee hour? It is marked “ACTION 
BOX”. You can make a suggestion you feel would 
help our church. Do you have a skill you would like 
to use at church? Got an idea? Have a solution? We 
want to hear from you. Kudos are also accepted.



St. John Church
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067
Phone 847-358-7620
email: stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com
website – www.StJohnUCCPalatine.org

You can donate to St. John Church via paypal.
Go to stjohnUCCpalatine.org and click on the Donate button on 
the home page OR click on the link below to go directly to giving
http://stjohnUCCpalatine.org/giving

Service 10:30 am – All Year
Children’s Church every Sunday, following the Children’s Message

Older kids from 9:30 to 10:15 am, before the service

Come to the lower level after worship 
to enjoy refreshments and conver-
sation. Please bring a dish to share 
whenever you can.

Fellowship
Last Sunday of the Month

• Communion 
• Food Pantry donation pick up.

Pastor Sandy has church office hours weekly. 
Please email her at PastorSandy500@gmail.com to make an appointment.

e

Big Sky Chili wins
“The Golden Ladle Award “
for the 2018 cook-off. 
Gary Hartfelder accepted on 
behalf of Judy Hartfelder 
who could not attend. 
A Panera gift card was pre-
sented to the winner. 
Thanks to all who competed.
The voting was fun.

Chili Cook-off Winner!

The philosophy of “Global Volunteers”, 
with whom Sue traveled to Cuba is 
“Wage Peace and Promote Justice”. The 
group participated in people to people 
projects including interactions with 
seniors in nursing homes, crafting proj-
ects with women’s’ sewing cooperatives, 
and hands-on work on church repairs/
improvements. They also participated in 
English conversation groups each week-
day evening. The service projects were 
coordinated through the Cuban Council of 
Churches.

Sue Jacobs – A Global Volunteer 
sewing with Bertille in CubaThe raffle 

winners for the 
Sanfilippo June 
concert tickets 
were Harry
Kotecki and Joe 
Radler. Thank you 
Greg Leifel, the 
Sanfilippo Foun-
dation Director 
for donating the 
two sets 
of tickets. 
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