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Labor Day? What’s that?
 
It’s rather amusing that to honor American workers, we all get 
a day off. But honoring the workers that make our country a 
great place to live is surely a good idea.
 
What’s your take on “work” and “labor”? At its best, work 
gives us a sense of dignity and accomplishment. I recall Studs 
Terkel’s 1974 book, Working, and the stories he tells about 
some people who took great pride in their work as a brick 
layer, a welder and a teacher. But, alas, there were those who 
found their work unfulfilling and demeaning: they couldn’t sur-
vive on a ‘minimum wage’ no matter how hard they worked. 
As Christians we want to honor ‘workers’; after all, tradition 
says that Jesus was a carpenter, someone who worked with his 
hands.
 
As Christians we also see ‘work’ as a ‘vocation,’ which literally 
means ‘a calling’: what is God ‘calling’ you to do and to be? 
How can you use your gifts and talents to glorify God and to 
advance the Kingdom of God? We can talk about a ‘job’ or a 
‘career’; God wants us to see our work as a ‘vocation,’ a ‘call-
ing,’ a way to serve God.
 
If you think of your work as drudgery, something you tolerate 
in order to get a paycheck, try looking at your work as your 
‘calling’ from God. Try looking at your work as your ‘offering’ 
to God. That will give your ‘work’ a spiritual purpose, and--
who knows--that may be the first step in God’s leading you to 
a more fulfilling ‘vocation.’
 
In Christ’s love,

Pastor David  630-747-8181    

Pastor’s Message 
If you have been coming to church 
regularly you may have noticed 
you did not hear our sweet sound-
ing organ being played. 
The organ is in need of some 
repair. All those years of patch-
ing the bellows have come to an 
end.  The Council is in the process 
of receiving quotes for repair.  We 
have been fortunate for a long 
time to have it in such good work-
ing condition. Church members like 
Scott Regula have looked after our 
treasure. After all it is 132 years 
old! Dating back to 1885.

Check back here and we will keep 
you posted on the cost of repairs  
and our next steps.

The Church Organ

Ephesians 5:19
Speaking to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from 
the Spirit. Sing and make music 
from your heart to the Lord.



    The Craft Fair/Flea Market has been canceled this 
year. Please read below the Q&A to your questions the 
council pondered before making the careful decision 
to cancel.

Q:  Why was it canceled?
A :  Because there was a low vendor sign up and it 
was felt in order to respect our good faith relationship 
with these vendors it was prudent to cancel.
In addition member Volunteer sign up was very limit-
ed. It was made known that many key traditions were 
now difficult to fulfill. There are simply less hands to 
do the work.

Q:  Were the vendors upset?
A:  The vendors were disappointed but appreciated 
the heads up notice and St John Church taking their 
needs into consideration. Many stated to keep them 
on the list and they are hoping there will be the event 
next year. Some vendors also indicated that they 
would be happy to reach out to their networks for 
next year to increase vendor participation.

Q:  Why was there such a low vendor sign up this 
year?
A:  Actually the vendor sign up has been declining 
each year. Why? That is a question we have explored. 
Our first Market/Fair was 43 years ago in 1974. Back 
then there were fewer event options for families to 
attend. Flea markets were an outdoor event, now 
they are indoors every week of the year. Garage 
Sales, resale shops, Goodwill stores, etc. are many. 
The antique and collectible businesses are declining. 
Many vendors that were called from previous years 
stated they have gone out of the business. Also, many 
vendors were unenthused about returning due to low 
‘foot-traffic’ as they did not make their booth fee.

Q:  Will there be a Craft Fair/Flea Market next Year?
A: This is currently under review. The Council would 
like to see our church focus on events that are a 
better return for our investment of time and dollars.  
While the Craft Fair has been an tradition, and is a 
way to open up to the community, there are other 
ways to do the same thing with less volunteer involve-
ment. We simply are not sure yet if we can bring in  
    

more vendors and shoppers next year. We are re-
searching other ways to run the event and  the council 
will be making a decision before the first of the year? 

Q: Could we have done more to get vendors?
A:  In years past the congregation solicited vendors 
from other fairs. This required a lot of people volun-
teering each weekend distributing flyers and applica-
tions. This year this was done by those who were able 
but also ads were placed with online crafter organiza-
tions, The Daily Herald and The Palatine Patch, as well 
as reaching out to vendors from previous years.

Q:  What about the income loss from not having the 
fund raiser?
A:  Last year the Craft Fair/Flea Market only made a 
profit of  about $5,000 whereas about 6 years ago the 
profit was closer to $10,000. Though this is a much 
needed amount of funds, please consider what was 
involved to achieve this. Acquiring vendors, parking, 
food tent, prep for the food tent, bake sale, baking 
for the sale, a week or two of sorting out the church 
booth donations and pricing them, in addition to the 
set up take down and running the event the day of.  
Also please consider all the financial and supply dona-
tions to run each aspect.

Q: Are we having a Church Rummage Sale booth and 
small Bake Sale?
A:  There was discussion of scaling down but it was 
decided it was too late to make the shift this year.

     Now for the question that is on the minds of all. 
Q:  How do we make up for the loss of revenue from 
the fund raiser?
 A:  If you have donated funds in the past for purchas-
ing supplies for the food tent or bake sale, etc. OR if 
you spent your valuable time working any aspect of 
the event, consider what that time is worth and do-
nate it in kind. You can donate those funds directly by 
using the special My Offering envelopes in the pews 
and write on it “FAIR”. 
                               A Necessary Note:
We are taking the time to thank those who put in so 
much effort with phone calls, mailings, and followups 
that took place leading up to this decision. 
There is also a thank you to the council for doing the 
prudent task of making a hard decision and their con-
sideration of the St John Church, its members, volun-
teers and the vendors. 

CANCELED
Craft Fair/Flea Market



St. John Church
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067
Phone 847-358-7620
email: stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com
website – www.StJohnUCCPalatine.org

Did you know you can donate to St. John Church via paypal?
Go to stjohnUCCpalatine.org and click on the Donate button on the 
home page OR click on the link below to go directly to giving
http://stjohnUCCpalatine.org/giving

Service 10:30 am – All Year
Children’s Church every Sunday, following the Children’s Message

Older kids from 9:30 to 10:15 am, before the service

Come to the lower level after worship 
to enjoy refreshments and conver-
sation. Please bring a dish to share 
whenever you can.

Fellowship
Last Sunday of the Month

• Communion 
• Food Pantry donation pick up.

Pastor David has church office hours weekly. Please call 630-747-8181 to make an appointment for a visit.

Calendar Events
October 21st– Ham Supper

Contact Jared Cooley

November 19th– Turkey Pot Luck and 
Hymn Sing

Christmas Services
Sunday – December 24th  

Christmas Sunday Service 10:30 am
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 10:00 pm.

JANUARY 2018
Look Here for next years events. 

Email:
stjohnuccpalatine@gmail.com 

with any suggestions for new events.

e

The Cross’ facelift Complete
   Lori Neumann, Gary Hartfelder and Allen Ghimenti have 
spruced up the area around the cross as well as the cross itself. 
A good cleaning and a coating of  finish should protect our 
treasure for years to come.  Thanks from all of us at St John.

Allen Ghimenti, Jr. – Friend to St John

Jeremiah 29:11
“For I know the plans I have 
for you,” says the Lord. 
“They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a 
future and a hope.”
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