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Spiritual Wellness Mission  
Approved

The St John congregation approved the new Spiritual Wellness mission unanimously. Days later 
the committee met and set a course for next steps. An assessment of the land and ways to best 
use it for the mission will follow. Keep checking the next newsletter to hear more as it happens.
  Thank you to all who came out for this very important vote and thank you for your support.   

Have you gotten a sign 
from God lately?

Or maybe  a joyful message, a little bit of humor, some 
news on our church, an invite to our Craft Fair/Flea 
Market or who just got married. 
Lori Neumann has been the sign fairy, changing our 
sign and engaging St John with everyone who drives 
by.  We get calls for the Fair, meditative prayer, church 
service, and weddings, saying, "I saw your sign . . ."
Thanks Lori!



Pastor’s Message 

    –Pastor Sandy

–  Pastor Sandy Kolar

PastorSandy500@gmail.com

It is true - time seems to move faster as we get 
older!  And I have been here for almost eight months!  
During this time I would like to thank all of you for 
your friendship, assistance and support that have 
been generously given.  
There are a great many things to learn when a minister 
begins a new pastorate.  Basic logistics like the order 
of worship, the cycle of events and programs, business 
and administrative processes, and of course learning 
about the church’s history and traditions.  Is it OK to 
say that sometimes the “devil is in the details?” 
And of course, I have had the joy of getting to know 
all of you.  Thank you for sharing your stories, history 
and hopes for St John.  These sacred stories clearly 
indicate what a very special place St John is and how 
deeply it is loved.  I can feel the devotion and pride for 
the service to our community this faith community has 
and continues to offer.  More importantly, I also feel 
the devotion to continuing the growth of our outreach 
and service.  The road is not easy and there are many 
challenges but this is a group of people who can walk 
the path.   
I am looking forward to the upcoming activities at St 
John in the next few months: the Flea Market, the 
Ham Dinner, the beginning of our mission to providing 
a calming space for individuals to be in relationship 
with God.  And I am energized by the possibility of 
beginning a program for young adults.  All these 
activities require significant commitments of time 
and talents. But they also give us the opportunity to 
demonstrate that St John continues to be the hands 
and feet of God in this world. 
                                    What a wonderful feeling!

– by Lori D. Neumann – Trustee/Council Clerk

Council’s CornerCouncil’s CornerCan you believe 
summer is 

almost over?

You may have noticed . . .
. . . some inside and outside clean-up going on 
around St. John’s.  Outside - our landscaping 
crew (Colin Moody and Gary Hartfelder) have 
been diligently grooming the grass on both 
the church property and the cemetery.  Doug 
Moody has been very industrious by spraying 
weeds and defining the lines of our side 
driveway.  The front bushes and sides of the 
church have been trimmed and weeds have 
been pulled.  More bush trimming will occur in 
the Fall to provide a better ability to maintain 
the grounds going forward.  
Outside/Inside - the sump pump has been 
installed and is functioning – the WiFi system 
will be set-up to alert members of the Council 
about flooding and the back-up sump pump 
going on.   Inside - the maintenance closet in 
the basement is starting to come into focus 
– several things have been organized and the 
shelves are going to be more accessible to 
make it easier to locate necessary tools and 
equipment – thank you to Allen Ghimenti, Jr., 
Friend of St. John. 
The basement painting has come to a close – 
thank you to everyone for your patience.  The 
next phase of painting will be the heat ducts 
and will not happen until November.  The 
upstairs closet near the church offices and the 
closet near the organ have been consolidated 
and many of the decorations for our most 
recent events have been placed into bins.
As a side note, I reached out to Alex and 
found out that he has received a call to a 
church in Nebraska and is following that 
call.  We wish him much success in his 
journey with Christ!
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_______
January
Annual Meeting after service
________
February 
February 14th  Ash Wednesday
February 22nd  Feed My Starving Children
________
March
March 3 5:00 pm Chili Cook-off

March 17 St Patricks Day Parade – Palatine

March 25 Palm Sunday 10:30 am
March 29 Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm
Potluck Soup and Service
March 30 Good Friday
Open for prayer, Noon – 3:00 pm
________
April
April 1
Easter breakfast 9:30 am
Easter Egg Hunt 9:45 am
Easter Worship Service 10:30 am

April 28th  9:00 am
Church Cleanup

 

2018 Calendar of Events 
• Women’s Guild meets the 1st Wednesday of the month at 10:30 am

• Church Council meets 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm

l
________
May
May 12th Flower Sale 8:00 am to 2:00 pm
Committee: Ellen Kayler, Samantha Wheeler, Jody Moody 
Julie Heiderman, Judy Hartfelder Laurie Biesterfeld

________
June
June 24th Semi-Annual Meeting after service
June 30th Palatine Jaycees Hometown Parade
 _______
September
September 15 Craft Fair/Flea Market 
Committee: Jody Moody, Gary Hartfelder, Jenny 
Cooley, Robin Turpin
________
October
October 20  Ham Supper
Lori Neumann - Chairperson
______
November
November 18th 5:00 pm Turkey Hymn Sing
Robin Turpin – Chairperson
November 25th  Totenfest
________
December
Monday – December 24th Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 10:00 pm
________

ACTION BOX
Have you noticed that little box downstairs on the 
table during coffee hour? It is marked “ACTION 
BOX”. You can make a suggestion you feel would 
help our church. Do you have a skill you would like 
to use at church? Got an idea? Have a solution? We 
want to hear from you. Kudos are also accepted.

Quiet Meditation Prayer 
6:30pm - 9:00pm the last Wednesday of each month        
St John Church is open for anyone to come and 
sit in silent prayer during the evenings of the last 
Wednesday of each month. You are invited to this 
peaceful moment and breathe in the voice of God.  
Come for a few minutes or stay awhile. 



St. John Church
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067
Phone 847-358-7620
email: stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com
website – www.StJohnUCCPalatine.org

You can donate to St. John Church via paypal.
Go to stjohnUCCpalatine.org and click on the Donate button on 
the home page OR click on the link below to go directly to giving
http://stjohnUCCpalatine.org/giving

Service 10:30 am – All Year
Children’s Church every Sunday, following the Children’s Message

Older kids from 9:30 to 10:15 am, before the service

Come to the lower level after 
worship to enjoy refreshments and 
conversation. Please bring a dish to 
share whenever you can.

Fellowship
Last Sunday of the Month

• Communion 
• Food Pantry donation pick up.

Pastor Sandy has church office hours weekly. 
Please email her at PastorSandy500@gmail.com to make an appointment.

e

Art in Children's Church
Children's Church has been participating in a Fire 
Awareness Art Contest over the past few weeks. 
They have learned all aspects of fire safety, from the 
causes to the prevention of fires. As you may know 
our church building was rebuilt in 1885 because 
the new structure was hit by lightening and burned 
shortly after it was built. 
                   So this was an important topic. 
The program was sponsored by the Insurance Board. 
We qualified for $50 free art supplies and each child 
entered a painting depicting fire safety. 
There are prizes for the best in the age group and 
a chance to be featured on the Insurance Board 
calendar. 
Most importantly Jazz, Katie, Tiffany, Cassie and 
Darren worked hard doing their best and had a lot of 
fun while learning.  GOOD LUCK KIds!

Craft Fair & Flea Market

Donations are now being accepted for the St 
John Church flea market booth. Now is the time 
to go thru the attic, closets, basements and drawers, 
getting rid of things you haven’t used in years while 
freeing up some space. 
Bring in any gently used clean household goods. Any 
electrical items must be in good working condition. 
The church will price the items.
All proceeds go to St John Church and we 
appreciate your donations. 
Drop off in the back of the church basement.
Not accepted are TVs, large furniture, or difficult to 
recycle items. 
ALSO NOTE: The committee has decided no 
clothes donations will be accepted this year. 
Craft Fair and Flea Market is set for September 15th.
Spread the word by promoting donations, vendor 
booths and encouraging people to attend the event. 
Mark your calendar to help on September 15th.
••••••••••••••••••••
Please be thinking how you would like to help out. 
Sign ups will be posted soon for: 
• pricing goods 
• day of sales for the booth and bake sale 
• setting up • women's guild bake sale • clean up 
• parking lot attendees • church tour guide 
 • and more!
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