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Our new furnace is installed and St. John will be toasty warm again come this winter. We thank 
the crew from AWE who did the fine work as Sue had a glowing review of their work and staff. 
"Everything went smoothly and timely." Sue reported to Mr Grimm at AWE.

The new furnace is just a part of the story. Our St John home is being taken care of  by a Council 
of  three, Lori, Sue, and Jared and YOU. This little congregation keeps St John fit to do the work 
of serving each other and the community in Christ. Each of us is a part of that body using our 
gifts and resources. The congregation is the very warmth of St John. Every dollar you give, every 
prayer you say and every hour you volunteer adds to the heart of  who we are. 

But we are more than bake sales, fund raisers, pledge drives, and donations. More than event 
planning, pot lucks, giving programs, building maintenance and cleanup. We are even more 
than a worship service.  We are the heart of a community sharing HIS heart. For me that is a 
warm and joyful place to be. Thank you to all who make this possible.
                            Let someone know they belong in the heart of our community.

                                                             – Laura D'Argo
                                                                St John UCC News

See page 2 for the 
Pastor's Message

Pastor’s 
Message 

–  Pastor Sandy Kolar

***Calendar Events Be sure to check out the 
Calendar of Events -page 6. Every week has something of note.

The Warmth of St John 



Dear	  Ones,	  

I	  understand	  that	  the	  annual	  Stewardship	  letter	  is	  usually	  written	  in	  a	  manner	  that	  extols	  
the	  virtues	  of	  giving,	  with	  a	  line	  or	  two	  of	  scripture	  to	  illustrate	  the	  point.	  

I	  am	  writing	  today	  to	  tell	  you	  that	  I	  make	  a	  pledge	  to	  St.	  John’s	  Stewardship	  campaign	  every	  
year	  for	  purely	  selfish	  reasons.	  I	  pledge	  because	  I	  want	  St.	  John’s	  –	  and	  given	  your	  
generosity,	  to	  thrive–because	  if	  it	  didn’t	  there	  are	  so	  many	  things	  about	  it	  that	  I	  would	  miss	  
terribly.	  I	  would	  miss	  having	  that	  chunk	  of	  time	  on	  a	  Sunday	  that	  I	  can	  spend	  thinking	  
about	  the	  holy,	  in	  a	  place	  where	  I	  feel	  accepted	  and	  loved.	  I	  would	  miss	  the	  community	  of	  
friends	  and	  neighbors	  that	  I	  deeply	  love	  in	  this	  faith	  community;	  I	  would	  miss	  the	  music.	  
And,	  I	  would	  miss	  the	  newly	  remodeled	  kitchen	  and	  new	  furnace.	  	  

I	  am	  sure	  that	  each	  of	  you	  would	  have	  your	  own	  list	  of	  things,	  events	  and	  people	  that	  you	  
would	  miss	  if	  St.	  John’s	  didn’t	  exist	  (many	  of	  which	  would	  be	  less	  selfish	  than	  mine).	  

I	  can	  also	  tell	  you	  that	  it	  would	  be	  impossible	  for	  St.	  John’s	  to	  continue	  to	  exist	  if	  a	  very	  
large	  number	  of	  you	  did	  not	  make	  an	  annual	  pledge.	  Pledges	  allow	  the	  Council	  to	  make	  a	  
budget	  and	  a	  plan	  for	  the	  coming	  year.	  	  Pledges	  allow	  St.	  John	  to	  exist.	  	  

Many	  churches	  are	  struggling	  because	  they	  have	  large	  facilities	  and	  fewer	  members.	  Some	  
churches	  have	  had	  to	  cut	  their	  mission	  spending,	  but	  St.	  John’s	  continues	  our	  commitment	  
to	  outreach.	  We	  should	  celebrate	  that.	  	  Enclosed	  you	  will	  find	  a	  pledge	  card	  for	  calendar	  
year	  2020.	  	  We	  ask	  you	  to	  prayerfully	  consider	  your	  contributions	  to	  St.	  John	  during	  the	  
coming	  days.	  We	  will	  celebrate	  our	  ministry	  on	  November	  24th.	  You	  are	  invited	  to	  indicate	  
how	  your	  family	  will	  help	  steward	  all	  that	  we	  do	  by	  turning	  in	  the	  completed	  cards	  during	  
the	  offering.	  If	  you	  made	  a	  multiple	  year	  pledge	  last	  year,	  please	  submit	  a	  card	  confirming	  
your	  commitment.	  

You	  may	  have	  pause	  about	  declaring	  a	  pledge,	  but	  we	  would	  encourage	  you	  by	  writing	  that	  
now	  is	  the	  perfect	  time	  to	  stand	  up	  and	  claim	  your	  priorities.	  Now	  is	  the	  time	  to	  say,	  this	  is	  
my	  church	  family	  and	  it	  is	  an	  ultimate	  priority.	  It	  is	  where	  I	  receive	  my	  spiritual	  
nourishment.	  It	  is	  the	  place	  that	  challenges	  me	  to	  live	  beyond	  the	  voice	  of	  culture	  to	  the	  
freer	  life	  of	  faith.	  

You	  are	  a	  congregation	  of	  generous	  people.	  May	  you	  give	  generously	  to	  the	  church’s	  
ministry	  and	  mission	  this	  year.	  	  As	  you	  give,	  may	  you	  know	  the	  joy	  of	  giving	  and	  the	  
satisfaction	  of	  knowing	  what	  an	  important	  presence	  this	  church	  is	  in	  the	  world.	  

	  

Blessings	  to	  each	  and	  all,	  

Pastor	  Sandy	  

Stewardship – A letter from Pastor Sandy

If you have not received a pledge card and would like a pledge card mailed to you, please contact 
us at stjohnuccpalatine@gmail.com



Children's
 Ministry

This month the children discussed 
how Jesus taught his followers about 
empathy, “Do unto others as you 
would have them do to you (Luke 
6:31).”  

Often when children visit the church for 
weddings or other events, they experience 
the wormy-squirmies – and understandably 
so!  Much of our service is directed at 
adults, not children.  But that doesn’t 
mean that children can’t have a wonderful, 
meaningful experience!  
The Children’s Church is working on a new 
project to help visiting children have a 
great time when they visit St. John, and 
consequently, reduce a bit of their wormy-
squirmies!  
Our children are putting themselves in the 
shoes of these children, and are creating 
‘Quiet Bags.’  We are painting the bags with 
favorite images of St. John, and stuffing 
them with coloring pages, books and quiet 
toys.  
Look for the quiet bags to be in place within 
the next few weeks.  

– by Robin Turpin

St. John’s

Borrow a bag during the service 
and return it after the service.

Pick the age group for your child.

This photo above is an example from 
another church. Our project is still a 
work in progress!



This year, St. John will sponsor 5 Thanksgiving 
baskets for the Palatine Township program, 
designed to help families enjoy a traditional 
dinner for the holiday. As we have in the past, 
a sign-up sheet for items to fill each basket 
will be posted at church on Sunday, Oct. 20. 
You will be asked to return items to church by 
Sunday Nov. 17 for delivery to the township the 
following week. If you are unable to shop for 
any reason, you can select the items you'd like 
to provide and give your money to Sue Jacobs, 
who will be happy to do the shopping for you. 
As an alternate, you can also write a check to 
the Needy Family Fund to be delivered to the 
township if you wish. See Sue if you have any 
questions after reviewing the sign-up sheet 
when it is posted.
                                 –Sue Jacobs

Thanksgiving 
Baskets

Ham Supper
Follow Up

This year the Ham Supper was a coming 
together of many of our members as 
well as some guests from the Palatine 
Food Pantry.  Our members donated 40 
tickets and we received great feedback 
from the participants in the food pantry 
who decided to come out and share some 
fellowship - and ham.  Thank you to all 
of our members who contributed, time, 
money and laughter to the preparation 
of this great annual meal.  Final results 
for the ham supper were $806 after costs 
with 10% of that going to the Palatine 
Food Pantry.
                            – Lori Neumann



– by Jared Cooley

Council’s CornerCouncil’s Corner

10/13/19 - The congregation had a meeting and approved a new High-Efficiency Lennox 
furnace for the church. Three estimates will be given, and these options were discussed.
1. Replace the one failing for about 3K. The other is dying as well and would likely require 
replacing in the near future for another 3K; especially as one is worn out, the other wears
down faster. Only one estimate suggested this option.
2. Replace both now with one high-efficiency furnace. Two estimates suggested this option.
This option would also be quieter and have a smaller footprint.
The council recommended option 2. 
Installation is the week of October 20. Thank you to everyone who came out for the meeting!
* Note there is a Furnace Fund Drive to help with the $6,000 cost of the furnace. Help us meet 
our goal.
Pastor Sandy will ask members to speak on stewardship. The member's personal view would 
be shared with the congregation on a Sunday service for about 5 minutes and answer the 
questions: What does the church mean to me and why do I keep going to church? We also ask 
the congregation to sit closer together near the front. The content of the worship service was 
also discussed. A stewardship letter was issued on 10/21 along with pledge cards. The 11/3 
service will tentatively include a piece on legacy planning. Children will be asked to be more 
involved during Advent. Furthermore, children will be doing a food drive for the Palatine food 
pantry around Easter.

The 12/1 service will be a special, active service where we all will share in the hanging of the 
greens - please be sure to join us for this special celebration and start to the Season!

With regard to church events, we realize not all events are as viable as they have been in the 
past. The council asks committees to submit their recommendations following the conclusion 
of each event starting with the Flea Market from Robin & Jody, the Sanfilippo event from Laura 
and Greg, and the Ham Supper from Lori. 

Regarding the budget, it is a work in progress. we're still pushing through some of the expenses
as well as cemetery operation/accounting. Budgeting is always a priority and we ask for 
patience, prayers, and understanding as we work through these things.

*Ideas for the next year is needed to properly plan for each event and budget what the 
congregation can handle. A meeting will be held soon to discuss past and future events. 
Please come with your ideas and suggestions when this meeting is announced.

Please pick up your 2020 weekly giving boxes 
in the back of the church.

Thank you for your faithful giving.

Giving Envelopes



_______
January
________
February 
February 10 Annual Meeting postponed
February 14  Valentine's Day
________
March
March 2,  4:00 pm Chili Cook-off 
Laura and Greg – Chairpersons
March 4th 6:00 pm Feed My Starving Children
March 6, 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday
March 10 Daylight Saving Time – Spring ahead!
March 16 St Patrick's Day Parade – Palatine
Pastor Sandy Chairperson
Parade kicks off 11:00 am 
March 31 Annual Meeting - After worship
________
April
April 6  9:00 am Church Grounds Cleanup 
April 14 Palm Sunday 10:30 am
April 18 Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm 
Potluck Soup/Salad Service
April 19 Good Friday
Open for prayer, Noon – 3:00 pm 
April 21 Easter
Easter breakfast 9:15 am
Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 am
Easter Worship Service 10:30 am
________
May
May 11 Flower Sale 8:00 am to 2:00 pm
Committee: Jody Moody, Laurie Biesterfeld, Ellen 
Kayler, Dodie Kayler, , and Judy Hartfelder, Ginny Lint, 
Paula Kayler
May 15 Women's Guild Luncheon -11:30 am
________
June
June Semi-Annual Meeting canceled due to the 
delayed Annual meeting earlier in the year.

2019 Calendar of Events 
l

_______
July  
July 6th Palatine Independence Day Parade.
_______
September
September 21 Craft Fair/Flea Market 
Committee: Jody Moody, Robin Turpin, 
Jenny Cooley, 
September 29th
Kitchen Dedication and Coffee Hour resumes.
________
October
October 19  Ham Supper 
Third Saturday in Oct 5:00 and 6:30 pm seatings 
October 27th Totenfest
______
November
November 3 Daylight Saving Time ends - 2:00am
fall back.
November 3 Legacy Planning Service
November 10 Art Awards Presented
November 24  4:00 pm Turkey Hymn Sing
_______
December
December 1 First Day of Advent
Hanging of the Greens Service – a special 
service for everyone looking to begin the 
Christmas season.

Monday – December 24th Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 10:00 pm

WANTED - SIGN CHANGER
Anyone willing to help out and change the Church 
sign please let Lori Neumann know you can help. 
No worries about what to put on the sign, you will 
be supplied with something to say.  Also, only one 
side will most likely need to be changed every week 
or two. Thank you in advance for your help.



St. John UCC 
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067 

Phone 847-358-7620
email –  stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com 
 website – www.StJohnUCCPalatine.org

Our Paypal Donate button is under construction.
 Thank you for your Patience

Services Sunday 10:30 am – All Year
Children’s Church every Sunday, following 

the Children’s Message

Coffee Hour Fellowship
Enjoy refreshments and conversation in 

Fellowship Hall after worship. When able  
please bring a dish to share.

Pastor Sandy  
 PastorSandy500@gmail.com 

Please email her to make an appointment.

e

Make use of our “ACTION BOX”. Make a helpful suggestion, 
suggest a solution or an idea. We want to hear from you.
                      Kudos are also accepted.

Faith in Action
We partner with the Palatine Food Pantry. The last Sunday of 
each month food items are collected and Sue Jacobs drops them 
off at the Palatine Township Food Pantry. 
Keep in mind they are always in need of baby care items, such 
as diapers, and baby wipes.   – Thank you to all who gave.   

Staff & Community
Pastor – Sandy Kolar

Communications Director – Laura D'Argo
 

Council
President – Jared Cooley
Treasurer – Sue Jacobs

Clerk/Trustee  – Lori Neumann 

Children's Church
Robin Turpin

Lori Neumann

Wedding Coordinators
Jody Moody

Laurie Biesterfeld

Women's Guild
No Meetings  
January & February

Meetings at St John Church
March 6th – 10:30 am
May 1st – 10:30 am
July 10th – 10:30 am 
September 11th – 10:30 am
November 6th – 10:30 am
December –TBD 

ACTION BOX

Church Info you need to know

Last Sunday of the Month

• Communion 
• Food Pantry donation

Keep our Church in prayer.

Officers

Acting President
Sandy Stoops
Treasurer
Dodie Kayler
Accounts
Dodie Kayler
Secretary
Kathy Reuter
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