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Dear Friends in Christ,
When I drive to church on Sunday morning, I’m always im-
pressed by all the activities I see: the farmers market at Stea-
rns and 59 is packed, there is a group of 25 bikers on Dunham 
Road, the IHOP at Barrington and I90 is full—and then there 
are the soccer fields and baseball diamonds filled with kids and 
parents.
     Makes me wonder: Why would anybody want to spend Sun-
day morning in church?!  You could be at Starbucks reading the 
Sunday paper.  Hmmm. Let me see … We go to church to give 
our kids a moral education. We go to church to see our friends. 
Uh … I’m thinking. I’m thinking. Oh! Two more: people who go 
to church are more likely to volunteer in their communities, 
and demographic studies show that church-goers live longer.
     Why go to church on Sunday morning? To worship God. And 
why worship God? Because it makes me feel good? Sometimes 
it doesn’t! No. We worship God because God is worthy of our 
praise, adoration and thanksgiving. We go to church to hear 
the good news of God’s love and grace revealed in Jesus.
     One more: we go to church to be formed as disciples of 
Christ. Our formation as persons is often more the result of 
repeated actions than it is of once-in-a-life-time decisions or 
actions. Hearing the word of God, praying, singing, Sunday 
after Sunday (the other 6 days of the week, too?) form our per-
sonalities, our outlook on life and, ultimately, how we live.
      Maybe I can make my point with a “thought experiment” 
involving extremes: Doesn’t it stand to reason that a person 
who daily worships God, meditates on God’s word, and serves 
others on a regular basis is going to become a very different 
person than someone who watches violent movies seven days 
a week?
      We become what we worship.
      In Christ’s agape love,
            Pastor David   – 630-747-8181    

Pastor’s Message U.S. Chess Federation
The Burr Ridge Chess Club, a chap-
ter of the U.S. Chess Federation 
used our lower level on July 1st 
for their tournament. This group 
of quiet chess players are hoping 
to grow and may have a need for 
regular monthly use of our lower 
level. Hiro Higuchi, the organizer 
of the group was pleased with the 
space and is looking to continue 
with a date in August. 

A Bee Hive at St John?

Some of you may know there has 
been a bee hive on the edge of the 
St John cemetery property. At the 
far corner of Mount Hope, nature 
is doing what God intended,  bees 
are pollinating His creation. Mike’s 
Apiary tends to a hive on an on-
going basis. On the fourth of July 
weekend he left a thank you gift of 
some jars of honey that was given 
out at coffee hour. 
Thank you Mike’s Apiary for shar-
ing with the St John members 
and for being a steward in helping 
the bees do what they do best, 
keeping our planet blooming and 
fruitful.



Pastor David’s
 Semi-annual Meeting Report

After expressing a sense of urgency about St 
John’s future, Pastor David proposed that the 
church adopt a 3-year plan to fund a pastoral 
salary that meets UCC guidelines and to estab-
lish an outreach plan to reach all households 
in the area 2 to 3 times a year. 
The food drive is a good model to follow for 
other outreach efforts. Pastor David said that 
funding a half-time pastor’s salary of approx. 
$45,000 per year would require increased giv-
ing and spending down much of the church’s 
cash reserves.
Pastor David said that he recognizes the risks 
involved in such a 3-year plan, but he added 
that St John’s continuing on its present path is 
even riskier.

Craft Fair /Flea Market
September 16, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm

Booth applications are coming in, but there are still 
spaces available. Let’s see if we can sell out all 150 
spaces this year. Help spread the word. 
All our info is on the our website.
http://www.stjohnuccpalatine.org/craft-fair-flea-
market
The vendor application form is on that page too. Just 
click that link or use this one  
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/364d60_f00fb-
08772e448cd86345e4caf5b77b4.pdf
Please print out copies and post around town or hand 
out at art fairs and flea markets. Share the info and 
links to your friends and Facebook.
Lori Neumann is the contact for this event. Please talk 
to her to help with preparation, organizing, day of 
help or financial help for our biggest fund raiser.
We will soon post sign up sheets to volunteer.
In the meantime, go thru your STUFF and clean out 
garages, closets and basements to donate to the St 
John flea market booth. Please donate only gently 
used items. All the proceeds goes directly to our 
church. You will be able to bring in your donated 
items soon.

Cemetery Report
by Gary Hartfelder

Rev. Dr. James Olson Preaches 
This Sunday, July 9

     Rev. Dr. James Olson is the Associate Conference 
Minister for our FV Association of the UCC and is 
working with our Pastoral Search Committee. Pastor 
Jim will be preaching at this Sunday’s worship service 
and will be available to meet with the Search Com-
mittee after the service. Pastor David will be leading 
worship, and Paula Wix is singing “Be Not Afraid” for 
the Offertory.
    Rev. Olson is a graduate of United Seminary of the 
Twin Cities, has a D. Ministry degree from the Boston 
University School of Theology and has served church-
es in Minnesota, Vermont, Connecticut and Illinois.

Since January, Mt Hope sold one plot and had one 
internment. Mt Hope has split the expense of lawn 
mower repair with St John Church for $900. 

These grave markers are of Christiane Bruns age 
37, Daughter Wilhelmine Sophie  age 12, and son 
Wilhelm Karl August age 4. They were killed by a 
twister on May 23, 1878.

http://www.stjohnuccpalatine.org/craft-fair-flea-market
http://www.stjohnuccpalatine.org/craft-fair-flea-market
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/364d60_f00fb08772e448cd86345e4caf5b77b4.pdf
http://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/364d60_f00fb08772e448cd86345e4caf5b77b4.pdf


Report from the Council –Semi Annual Meeting Update
For those of you who were able to make the meeting. THANK YOU.
As a congregational church you are an important part of those 
meetings. If you missed it, here is a brief recap.
    There was a call for new council members. No new people were 
added to the council. The council is currently made up of Elders: 
Jared – Council President and Gary Hartfelder. Trustees: Lori Neu-
mann – Clerk, Doug Moody  – Treasurer and Dean Tyska. Christian 
Education: Judy Hartfelder.
    The Vote to suspend the by-laws of Article V referring to the 
required amount of representatives for the council positions was 
passed.
    Family Day on August 6th was announced. Lori will be heading 
up that event. Menu will be fried chicken and potluck sides. We are 
hoping for kids games and bingo for the adults. Stay tuned for more 
info. Please ask Lori how you can help. Potluck sign-up sheets will 
be posted soon. 
    Jared Cooley stepped up to organize the Ham Supper. If you have 
ever served on that committee please let Laura know your wealth 
of “how to knowledge” so we can get it on paper to pass along to 
Jared. 
    If you left the meeting thinking you would like to help on the 
council please talk to a council member about your interest.

    Doug Moody is assisting Colin 
and a group of his friends on the St 
John Palatine Food Drive.
It is a neighbor helping neighbor 
program, with all the food collect-
ed going to the Palatine Township 
Food Pantry. 
    Colin’s program makes it so easy 
to give. They hand out the flyers to 
the homes requesting them to put 
out the non-perishable foods on 
the list at a certain time. 
Then the team goes back to pick it 
up. The neighborhoods are loving 
it, and so does the food pantry. 
They estimate the pick ups will be 
about every few weeks and take 
the rest of summer.
    The Palatine Township newslet-
ter thanked St John UCC and Harp-
er for partnering on the food drive 
collected during the play Doubt. 

St John UCC
    Food Drive

 This summer Colin’s program will expand on that. They have al-
ready completed their first pick up and shared the photo to the left 
with the STJ News.
    We would like to give an extra special thanks to Doug and Colin 
for all the hard work that goes into organizing and running such a 
large undertaking. Thanks for getting the word out that some of 
our neighbors are in need and how they can help them as well as 
showing them that St John UCC and their members care. Please 
help out by lending a hand. Contact Doug Moody if you are inter-
ested in helping. 
   You can also drop a financial donation in the offering plate in a 
separate envelope noting it is for the  St John Food Drive.

    Laura D’Argo, is putting together info packets on how to do each 
event. They will have everything from how many hams to order to 
where are those little cups for the chili tasting. 
    BUT, she needs your help. Give Laura a call at 847-303-5361 and 
set up a time to sit down with her so she can record the info. OR 
just send off an email of any info you have to: stjohnuccpalatine@
gmail.com.    
    Your help is greatly appreciated and will help those volunteering 
to  work an event by making the process as simple as possible. 

Have you ever helped organize a St John event?

Food Drive – continued  >



St John Food Drive
The next schedule to hand out flyers is for July 10, 11, 12 this can be done at anytime during the 
day......groups of two works best. Plan is to cover the area below:
West Street boundary......Roselle Road
East Street boundary........Plum Grove Road
North Street boundary.......Palatine Road
South Street boundary......Euclid Avenue

Food Pick up date will be starting at 9 am on July 15th 
Volunteers should contact Doug Moody as plans may change based on how many volunteers.

                                 St John UCC Church Food Drive
                           To Benefit Palatine Township Food Pantry

What:The Palatine Township Food Pantry provides assistance to anyone in need living within our 
Township boundaries.  Many clients have traditional families that have had temporary setbacks due 
to unemployment or illness; single parent families where one income barely pays the rent and senior 
citizens and the disabled who face spiraling medical costs.  The pantry has served an average of 345 
families each month during the past year.

Where: Place canned or nonperishable items on your doorstep, we will be by to pick the item up and 
deliver to the Food Pantry. We included a list of needed items below.

When: Place items to be picked up by the specific time and date.

 Diced Tomatoes 
 Tomato Sauce 
 Tomato Paste 
 Coffee/Tea 
 100% Juice Boxes 
 Dried Beans 
 Baby Wipes 
 Disposable Diapers, especially Sizes 4 and 5 
 Laundry Detergent
  Liquid Dish Soap 
 Mac & Cheese 
 Tuna 
 Cleaning Products 
 Personal Products (shampoo, toothpaste, feminine products)

                       Thank you for your donation and making a difference in our community.
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St. John Church
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067
Phone 847-358-7620
email: stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com
website – www.StJohnPalatine.org

Did you know you can donate to St. John Church via paypal?
Go to stjohnUCCpalatine.org and click on the Donate button on the 
home page OR click on the link below to go directly to giving
http://stjohnUCCpalatine.org/giving

Service 10:30 am – All Year
Children’s Church every Sunday, following the Children’s Message

Older kids from 9:30 to 10:15 am, before the service

Come to the lower level after worship 
to enjoy refreshments and conver-
sation. Please bring a dish to share 
whenever you can.

Fellowship
Last Sunday of the Month

• Communion 
• Food Pantry donation pick up.

Pastor David has church office hours weekly. Please call 630-747-8181 to make an appointment for a visit.

Calendar Events
August 6th – Family Day
Contact Lori Neumann

Fried Chicken, Potluck sides and desserts
BINGO

Children’s Games
Volunteers needed to help. 

September 16th – Craft Fair/Flea Market 
Contact Lori Neumann

October 21st– Ham Supper

November 19th– Turkey Pot Luck and Hymn Sing

Christmas Services
December 24th  

Christmas Sunday Service 10:30 am
 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 10:00 pm.

e

The Bergman House

Hoffman Estates trustees voted 5-2 to approve an 
agreement to restore the 117-year-old Bergman farm-
house Algonquin and Ela roads as a private residence.
      – Bob Chwedyk/Photographer, 2016

            Weddings at St John
July 7th,  5:00 

Symone Leonhardt 
and 

 Matthew Dimonda

Extra Special Sunday
Yes all our Sundays are special however, July 16th we 
will have guitarist Carl Johnson join our worship and 
baby Jacob Reed McCain, born May 5, 2017 will be 
baptized. Jacob’s mom and dad, Sarah Vavra McCain 
and Jacob McCain were married at St John on August 
21st, 2004. Jacob’s 2 1/2 year old big brother, Oliver was 
baptize here. Sarah herself was baptized and confirmed 
at St John.
We welcome the McCain family back to St John. 
Carl Johnson will also join us again on July 30th. Or-
ganist, Erik Matson and Carl have been a wonderful 
addition to our worship. 
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