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Dear Friends,

    March 1 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of “40 Days of Lent,” 

and April 13 is Maundy Thursday when we mark the end of the 

Lenten season and move into  Good Friday, Holy Saturday and 

Easter.

    “Lent” probably means “spring,” but I like to connect “Lent” to 

the Italian word “lento” which means “slow”: “Slow down” during 

these 40 days and spend extra time reading, praying, worshiping 
and serving.

    On the first Sunday of Lent, March 5, we read the story of Jesus’ 
temptation in the desert or “wilderness”—which endured for 40 
days! Sometimes you may feel that your life is a “wilderness” or a 
“desert”—barren and lifeless.
    But the message of Lent, Good Friday and Easter is that God 

has come to us in Jesus to lead us out of the wilderness into new 
life. That “new life” brings us forgiveness, courage, strength and 

a sense of purpose. We can be “born again” into eternal life as 

we “slow down” and open our hearts to the presence of the risen 

Christ.                    In Christ’s love,
                    Pastor David  630-747-8181    

Chili Cook-off  March 18
Saturday, March 18th, 5:00 pm.
Pull out your favorite chili recipe, 
secret ingredient and whip up a 
batch. Try to win the coveted          
          Chili Ladle Award. 
Sign up in the Narthex to bring a 
pot of chili, dessert, corn bread, 
chili fixin’s, soda or help set up. 
This is a free admission event 
but there will be a donation 
basket with all profits going to 
the church. If you don’t like chili, 
come for the fellowship!

Pastor’s Message

New Website
 Launched

Check out our new site.
Click on this link.
StJohnUCCPalatine.org
Note this is a new url, it 
includes UCC.
The Events Page is our 
new calender. You will 
find our History, About Us, Contact and Our News(letters) under the 
More tab. We hope it is a resource for our community to get informa-
tion on all that we offer. As more people go to our website we will gain 
ranking in the google searches. We are posting info in the Palatine Patch 
and are working on getting the word out about St John UCC. Take a look 
around the new website. People can even subscribe to our emails at the 
bottom of every page!
If you find any typos please let Laura know. 

This Sunday, Feb. 26, 11:45 am: 
Discussion of Same-Sex Marriages

Pastor David will lead a discussion of 
“Same-sex Marriages” by looking at 
several key passages from both the 
Old and New Testaments.
    The Council scheduled this discus-
sion because our church has received 
requests to schedule same-sex mar-
riages. The UCC supports “marriage 
equality,” but our denomination does 
not dictate policy to local congrega-
tions. Moreover, UCC pastors are 
not required to officiate at same-sex 
marriages.   
     The Council has stated that no 
vote will be taken on this issue. Pas-
tor David’s presentation will give us 
background to help our congregation 
make a decision on this important 
topic.
     Pastor David will have a hand-out 
for everyone who attends.

http://stjohnuccpalatine.org


The Women’s Guild 
The ladies of the church who are 
able to meet during the day, join 
each other for lunch and fellow-
ship. The women even welcome 
the men. Bring a sandwich, 
enjoy the conversation and catch 
up the first Wednesday of the 
month at 10:30 am. 
The Ladies of St. John have 
always played an important role 
of the church. In 1875 when 
the new church was built, rugs, 
chandeliers, and other, interior 
furnishings, amounting to $400, 
were donated by the Ladies of 
the Congregation.  The chan-
deliers are made of brass, and 
the globes, whose flames of the 
lighted candles were visible, 
shining their light outward. Harper Ensemble Theatre presents

 DOUBT, A PARABLE at St John UCC
      Set in the 1960s, Shanley’s Pulitzer Prize-winning play focus-
es on a Bronx Catholic school where principal Sister Aloysius is 
oldfashioned, stoic and severe, while parish priest Father Flynn 
is progressive and popular. When she suspects him of wrong-
doing with a troubled student, their clash of authority, tradition 
and faith threatens irrevocable consequences.
    The ensemble, at the request 
of St John, will hold a food drive 
in concert with the performanc-
es. Please bring a canned or non-
perishable food item for donation 
to the Palatine Food Bank.

PERFORMANCES: April 21-30, 2017 
Fridays and Saturdays, 8 p.m. Sundays, 
2 p.m COSTS: $12 Harper students, fac-
ulty/staff, seniors; $15 general admission
Join the ensemble at 1 p.m. prior to 

our Sunday performances and enjoy 

complimentary coffee and a special pre-show conversation with Director 
and Dramaturg. They will have a lively discussion about the play, its rel-

evance and the process of creating a production on Harper’s stage. Ticket 
Box Office, 847.925.6100 for more info: http://calendar.harpercollege.
edu/cal/event/showEventMore.rdo

The globes were made of hand-
cut German crystal. In 1938 they 
were remodeled to use electric 
light bulbs.  We are looking to 
replace the missing ones with 
matching or similar patterns if 
we can find them at an afford-
able price. We value our history 
would like to keep our treasured 
inheritance in good condition.
                  **********

Chili Cook-off  March 18
Saturday, March 18th, 5:00 pm.
Pull out your favorite chili recipe, 
secret ingredient and whip up a 
batch. Try to win the coveted          
          Chili Ladle Award. 
Sign up in the Narthex to bring a 
pot of chili, dessert, corn bread, 
chili fixin’s, soda or help set up. 
This is a free admission event 
but there will be a donation 
basket with all profits going to 
the church. If you don’t like chili, 
come for the fellowship!

St John Church would like to 
thank the Frost family for their 
generous donation to the Mount 
Hope Fund on behalf of Carol 
Frost’s Memorial.

http://calendar.harpercollege.edu/cal/event/showEventMore.rdo
http://calendar.harpercollege.edu/cal/event/showEventMore.rdo




St. John Church
1475 W. Algonquin Rd, Palatine, IL 60067
Phone 847-358-7620
email: stjohnUCCpalatine@gmail.com

Did you know you can donate to St. John Church via paypal?
Go to stjohnUCCpalatine.org and click on the Donate button on the 
home page OR click on the link below to go directly to giving
http://stjohnUCCpalatine.org/giving

Service 10:30 am – All Year
Children’s Church every Sunday, following the Children’s Message

Older kids from 9:30 to 10:15 am, before the service. 

Come to the lower level after worship 
to enjoy refreshments and conver-
sation. Please bring a dish to share 
whenever you can.

Fellowship Time
Last Sunday of the Month

 

Pastor David has church office hours weekly. 
Please call his cell 630-747-8181 to make an appointment for a visit.

Calendar Events
March 1st – Ash Wednesday

March 4th 9:00 am –Lenten Bible Study Begins
March  18th 5:00 pm –Chili Cook-off

Contact Laura D’Argo 
March 19th– Agape Community worships with us.

April – Spring Clean Up 
Help with the grounds clean up and give our Church 
curb appeal as we get ready for our summer events. 

May 13th

Judy, Julie, Ellen, Jody, Laurie and Sam
May 17th – Women’s Guild Luncheon

June 25th – Semi-Annual Meeting
September 16th – 

Contact Lori Neumann
October 21st– Ham Supper, Spiral cut ham and 

home-made German potato salad
November 19th– Turkey Pot Luck and Hymn Sing

Bring a side dish or dessert to share.
December 24th – Christmas Eve Service 10:00 pm.

Our History Day, date to be announced.
Make a note on your calendars for the events 

and find ways you can help even if you can not attend. 

e

Lenten Bible Study

Don’t forget to change your clocks on March 12th 
at 2:00 am. SPRING AHEAD, and think spring. 

Time 
takes a leap 

forward!

Saturdays, 9:00 am,  March 4, 11, 25 and April 1 and 8

A good way to observe Lent is to devote yourself to 
Bible study. Set aside these 5 Saturday mornings to 
look at the importance of the Temple in Jerusalem to 
Jesus and the Jewish people—and to us.
     The Temple is where people went to worship God, 
sing psalms and offer sacrifices.  Jesus startled every-
one by declaring that the Temple would be destroyed 
and that he would rebuild it in three days! Jesus was 
declaring that he was the “temple of God” where 
people would receive God’s forgiveness and love.
     Instead of building a temple of stones, Jesus was 
building a temple made of all who follow him—living 
stones in a living temple. Come and see what the Spir-
it has to teach us about God’s presence in our lives.

Ash Wednesday  March 1, 2017
5:00 pm. “Soup Supper”  If you wish, bring soup and/
or bread to share – or just come! Plenty to share!
7:00 pm.  Ash Wednesday Service (with ashes, for 
those who wish to receive them).
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